
 

 

 

 

Dissolved Oxygen (DO) 

 
• Like land animals, aquatic life needs DO to live. 

• DO dissolves readily from the atmosphere at the surface of the stream until the 

stream is saturated. 

• Once oxygen is dissolved into the stream the oxygen diffuses and distributes 

throughout the stream. 

• All trout species need 5-6 mg/L of DO to live. 
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